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out final substance; nor, except as one pities the joy and
energy of a child, can he pity them. He is in a condition,
as Botticelli seems to have been, in which pardon and pity
and condemnation and all the judgements of philosophy
are fused in wonder."
"In wonder?" Lewis said. "Not in knowledge or under-
standing?"
"It seems to you vague and indeterminate?" Narwitz
answered. "It would have seemed so to me a few weeb
ago. I too wished then to know and understand; I sup-
posed that ignorance was what chiefly separated the mortal
from the immortal state, and believed that death would be
a door to secrets—that after it everything would be made
plain. Nor do I suggest now that greater knowledge and
understanding are not attained to in the immortal state; but
that they are the distinguishing essence of God I no longer
believe. What we have hitherto called omniscience is better
thought of as an infinite power of wonder. Knowledge is
static, a stone in the stream, but wonder is the stream itself
—in common men a trickle clouded by doubt, in poets and
saints a sparkling rivulet, in God a mighty river, bearing
the whole commerce of the divine mind. Is it not true that,
even on earth, as knowledge increases, wonder deepens?"
"Then the purpose of a contemplative is to develop the
faculty of wonder?" Lewis asked. "Is that the imitation of
God?"
Narwitz smiled. "Are you disappointed, like Naaman,
that something more difficult is not required of you? It is,
I think, difficult enough. The soul hardens like the mind.
The mind, becoming set, excludes fresh knowledge; the
soul excludes the wonder which is in God and in children
and in the gentler saints. The doctrine is not a new one."
And Lewis said:   " 'Whosoever shall not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter
•   therein.'"
He asked no more that day, but, feeling himself to be
in the presence of one who was the bringer of gifts, he
returned often to the subject and asked for guidance.
Narwiu answered that each man must find his own way,

